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agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 188

Whereas Israel has met the membership
criteria for the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD), and
has actively sought membership in the body
since 2000;

Whereas, in May 2006, the OECD adopted in
full the Report by the Working Party on the
Implications of Future Enlargement on
OECD Governance, stating that expanding
membership is vital to the organization;

Whereas the OECD is expected to vote on
enlargement and consider new countries for
membership at a ministerial meeting in May
2007;

Whereas Israel is the most active non-
member country in the OECD, is a member,
observer, or ad hoc observer in 50 working
bodies, is party to various OECD declara-
tions, and is already in compliance with mul-
tiple OECD standards;

Whereas Israel made significant economic
reforms in recent years that grew the private
sector and streamlined the public sector, and
the Prime Minister of Israel, Ehud Olmert,
stated that OECD membership would anchor
these reforms and allow additional reforms;

Whereas membership in the OECD would
strengthen the position of Israel in the glob-
al economy, solidify Israel’s transition from
an emerging market to an advanced econ-
omy, and encourage increased foreign domes-
tic investment in Israel;

Whereas the inclusion of Israel in the
OECD would strengthen the OECD because of
Israel’s high living standard, liberal and sta-
ble markets, and commitment to democratic
values;

Whereas Israel is a world leader in science
and technology and is home to the most
high-technology start-up companies, sci-
entific publications, and research and devel-
opment spending, per capita;

Whereas, in 2006, the World Economic
Forum ranked Israel as the world’s 15th
most competitive economy;

Whereas the accession of Israel to the Con-
vention on the OECD would benefit other
OECD member countries because of Israel’s
leadership in high-technology companies and
research and development; and

Whereas Israel is a strong ally of the
United States and supports the United
States in international organizations more
consistently than any other country: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) Israel shares the commitment of the
United States to, and the Organisation of
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) foundational principles of, good gov-
ernment, free markets, and democratic val-
ues;

(2) Israel meets the OECD membership cri-
teria, and is well deserving of membership;

(3) it is in the interest of the United States
to strongly support the accession of Israel to
the Convention on the OECD; and

(4) the United States should strongly advo-
cate for Israel’s accession to the Convention
on the OECD before and during the OECD
ministerial meeting in May 2007 and use all
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necessary and available means to secure
Israel’s membership in the OECD.

NATIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS
DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent we now proceed to S.
Res. 186.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 186) designating June
5, 2007, as ‘‘National Hunger Awareness Day’’
and authorizing the Senate offices of Sen-
ators Gordon H. Smith, Blanche L. Lincoln,
Elizabeth Dole, and Richard J. Durbin to col-
lect donations of food during the period be-
ginning May 7, 2007, and ending June 5, 2007,
from concerned Members of Congress and
staff to assist families suffering from hunger
and food insecurity in the Washington, D.C.,
metropolitan area.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 186

Whereas food insecurity and hunger are a
fact of life for millions of low-income citi-
zens of the United States and can produce
physical, mental, and social impairments;

Whereas recent data published by the De-
partment of Agriculture show that almost
38,200,000 people in the United States live in
households experiencing hunger or food inse-
curity;

Whereas the problem of hunger and food
insecurity can be found in rural, suburban,
and urban portions of the United States,
touching nearly every community of the Na-
tion;

Whereas, although substantial progress has
been made in reducing the incidence of hun-
ger and food insecurity in the United States,
certain groups remain vulnerable to hunger
and the negative effects of food deprivation,
including the working poor, the elderly,
homeless people, children, migrant workers,
and Native Americans;

Whereas the people of the United States
have a long tradition of providing food as-
sistance to hungry people through acts of
private generosity and public support pro-
grams;

Whereas the Federal Government provides
essential nutritional support to millions of
low-income people through numerous Fed-
eral food assistance programs, including—

(1) the Federal food stamp program, as es-
tablished by the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.);

(2) the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), the special
supplemental program for women, infants,
and children (WIC) established under section
17 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1786), and other child nutrition pro-
grams; and

(3) food donation programs;

Whereas there is a growing awareness of
the important public and private partnership
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role that community-based organizations,
institutions of faith, and charities provide in
assisting hungry and food-insecure people;

Whereas more than 50,000 local commu-
nity-based organizations rely on the support
and efforts of more than 1,000,000 volunteers
to provide food assistance and services to
millions of vulnerable people;

Whereas all citizens of the United States
can help participate in hunger relief efforts
in their communities by—

(1) donating food and money to such ef-
forts;

(2) volunteering for such efforts; and

(3) supporting public policies aimed at re-
ducing hunger: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 5, 2007, as ‘‘National
Hunger Awareness Day’’;

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to observe National Hunger Awareness Day—

(A) with appropriate ceremonies, volunteer
activities, and other support for local anti-
hunger advocacy efforts and hunger relief
charities, including food banks, food rescue
organizations, food pantries, soup kitchens,
and emergency shelters; and

(B) by continuing to support programs and
public policies that reduce hunger and food
insecurity in the United States; and

(3) authorizes the offices of Senators Gor-
don H. Smith, Blanche L. Lincoln, Elizabeth
Dole, and Richard J. Durbin to collect dona-
tions of food during the period beginning
May 7, 2007, and ending June 5, 2007, from
concerned Members of Congress and staff to
assist families suffering from hunger and
food insecurity in the Washington, D.C.,
metropolitan area.

———

CONDEMNING VIOLENCE IN
ESTONIA

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the Senate now proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. Res. 187.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 187) condemning vio-
lence in Estonia and attacks on Estonia’s
embassies in 2007 and expressing solidarity
with the Government and people of Estonia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 187

Whereas, on April 27, 2007, the Bronze Sol-
dier Soviet monument in central Tallinn was
moved to a prominent location in the Garri-
son Military Cemetery as a result of a deci-
sion by the Government of Estonia;

Whereas the Government of Estonia com-
municated its reasons for this decision to the
Government of the Russian Federation and
offered to work with Russian officials during
the process, which the Russian officials de-
clined to do;

Whereas, on April 27, 2007, a crowd of more
than 1,000 demonstrators gathered at the site
of the memorial and riots broke out across
Tallinn;
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